APPENDIX A: Some Notes on Magic and Related
Subjects
1)  "The early scientist was called mtgtis? says Paracelsus, dis-
tinguishing magus from "magician," "sorcerer," or "witch," The
latter are tricksters or victims of superstitious accusations. "Black
magic," in medieval language, is the use of forbidden means for
evil ends, mostly with the help of demons or other "infra-natural"
powers. "White magic" is the legitimate use of occult powers,
mostly with the help of "supra-natural" aids (such as saints, angels,
familiar spirits) for good purposes, in particular to counteract
"black magic,"
The true "magus" disdains all extra-natural help and knows no
illicit magic, He relies on his intimate knowledge of Nature's hidden
forces alone, "Magic," hence, does not work miracles, but uses
powers which are Tiatural, though they may not be sufficiently
known. At its best, it is applied science without adequate insight
into the forces at work. At its worst, it is "occult" science, pretend-
ing to command para-natural forces or phenomena which do not
yield to scientific analysis.
2)  "Magic," as distinguished from "superstition" or "nigro-
mancy" (black magic), never attempts to suspend the laws of na-
ture. It is distinguished from "science" insofar as it assumes secret
powers of nature which do not satisfy our notions of cause and ef-
fect It resembles superstition in that it seeks unusual effects through